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On Sept. 17, the Inter-American Dialogue a group of US and Latin American foreign policy experts,
former diplomats and former government officials presented a report to the US government calling
on Washington to support a political opening in Cuba through the resumption of commercial
flights to the island, expanded communications links, and the lifting of travel restrictions. The
report also recommended termination of broadcasts by US-funded TV Marti. The report reiterated
that with its sponsorship of TV Marti broadcasts, the Bush administration stands in violation of
several international agreements to which the US is a signatory. The report added that resumption
of direct postal service as well as cultural, scientific, public health and academic exchanges would
contribute to democratic change in Cuba. The group affirmed that, with the end of the cold war,
"Cuba's isolation from the inter-American community is anachronistic, unnecessary, damaging
and possibly dangerous." It further recommended that Washington explicitly declare the US has no
intention of launching a military intervention against Cuba and that the US government condemns
the aggressive actions of certain groups of Cuban exiles. Inter-American Dialogue expressed its
support for the continuation of the US trade embargo, which it says many Cubans consider an
important means of pressuring the Cuban government for democratic reforms. In addition, InterAmerican Dialogue called on Cuban President Fidel Castro to free all prisoners of conscience and to
hold free and open elections under international supervision. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE,
Agence France-Presse, 09/17/92)
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